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JON N, viii. 32. 


YE SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL 
MAKE YOU FREE. 


HE primary object of the Goſpel was to deliver men 

from the bondage of ſin. Such however is the connexion 
between civil freedom and the glorious liberty of the children 
of God, that the precepts of Chriſtianity have in many re- 
ſpects a ſtrong tendency to promote a mild and equal govern- 
ment. Abſolute power is ſo replete with evil, and ſo contrary 
to the original rights of mankind, that a religion ſuited-to our 


nature, and calculated for our happineſs, could not but be fa- 


vourable to political liberty. This effect of the Goſpel ſeems 
acknowledged both by the friends and enemies of deſpotiſm ; 
B the 


$4.05 a, 
the one forbidding, and the other encouraging, the reading of 
the Scriptures, Thoſe who required a tame ſubmiſhon to the 


arbitrary commands of ſecular authority, enjoined the ſame 
blind compliance in matters of religious faith and practice; and 


on the other hand, thoſe who have been moſt wiſely zealous in 
the cauſe of public liberty, have recommended the ſtudy of our 
holy religion, and aſſerted the right of private judgment; being 
convinced, that “ where the Spirit of the Lord 1s, there is 
liberty;“ and that if men knew the truth, the truth would 
make them free, not only from the bondage of fin, but alſo, 
from the oppreſſion of civil power. | 
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Tu true nature of political freedom was indeed never un- 
derſtood till the Chriſtian religion was believed and practiſed in 
its genuine purity, What the ancients dignified with the name- 5 | 
of Liberty, was rarely more than the caſual effuſion of high 
ſpirit, or the lawleſs outrage of a tumultuous populace ; it was 
founded upon no rational ſyſtem, nor ſupported. by any fixed. 
and permanent principles. 


I. Ir appears from the whole tenor of the Goſpel, that the 
| | religion of Chriſt was deſigned for all ranks and deſcriptions of 
men. As no one is excluded from its benefits by any circum- 


r 


ſtance of birth or condition, ſo all, without any diſcrimination, 
are commanded to examine into its evidence, and are inſtructed. 
in that knowledge which will make them wiſe unto ſalvation. 
By appealing to the ſenſes and underſtandings of men, Chriſti- 
anity prevailed at its firſt promulgation. Our bleſſed Saviour 

5 | conſtantly 
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conſtantly referred his hearers to the mighty works which dig- 
nified and confirmed his miniſtry, and urged them to the belief 
of his doctrines by every ſpecies of argument and perſuaſion 
calculated to impreſs conviction upon the human mind. The 
conduct of the Apoſtles and early teachers of the Goſpel was 
conformable to the example of their great Maſter ; they encou- 
raged their diſciples to ſearch the Scriptures, that they might 
be able to give a reaſon of the hope that was in them ; well 
knowing, that a religion ſo obviouſly divine in its origin, ſo 
gracious in its deſign, and fo beneficial in its effects, could 


not but appear worthy of all acceptation to every impartial 


Tnosz parts of the Goſpel on which eternal happineſs de- 
pends, are intelligible to perſons of common capacity. It re- 
quires no ſuperior judgment, or extraordinary abilities, to diſ- 
cover that the miracles of Chriſt could not be performed but 
by the power of God, or that the prophecies relative to the 
Meſſiah were all accompliſhed in our Saviour: the moral pre- 
cepts are not abſtruſe or difficult, and a future retribution is de- 
clared in the plaineſt terms. 


Tove ſuch is the genius and nature of our holy 
religion, and ſuch were the means by which it was ori- 
ginally propagated, yet the Scriptures were afterwards for 
many ages concealed from the vulgar: the living oracles of 
God were confined to a few crafty and deſigning men, who 
contrived to pervert the doctrines of the Goſpel to their own 


private intereſt; and the unbounded tyranny which the pon- 
tiffs 


1 


tiffs of Rome exerciſed over the conſciences of men, enabled 
them to uſurp an authority, in civil affairs alſo, totally incon- 
ſiſtent with legal government and national freedom. So far in- 
deed had the tenets and principles of Popery departed from the 
primitive purity and excellence of our religion, that, through 
its baneful influence, arbitrary power, in different degrees, and 
under different modifications, prevailed in almoſt every country 
of Europe. 


AT length the dawn of better days appeared: mankind be- 
gan to emerge from the darkneſs of ignorance and ſuperſtition : 
they became gradually more enlightened by the cultivation of 
the liberal arts and ſciences, and by the revival of profane lite- 


rature : their eyes were opened to their own condition, and 


they ſaw with the fulleſt conviction the iniquity of that domi- 
nion to which the Chriſtian world was ſubjected. The nume- 
rous errors and corruptions, with which the Popiſh reli- 
gion abounded, were expoſed by men of learning and elo- 
quence, who defended their opinions with unſhaken firmneſs, 
The ſucceſs which attended their exertions was ſuch as might 
be expected from the juſtice of the cauſe in which they were 
engaged. Their ſentiments and doctrines were eagerly em- 
braced, and the glorious event of the Reformation being by a 
ſeries of well-known circumſtances happily accompliſhed, many 
nations were emancipated from that ſpiritual lavery which had 
been their difgrace and miſery. 


Tun Scriptures being now laid open to general inſpection, 
and all reſtraint being removed from the conſciences of men, it 
was 


} 
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was impoſſible that they ſhould long remain under the yoke of 
civil tyranny, They knew the truth, and the truth naturally 
tended to make them free. Their minds were enlarged by the 
liberal ſpirit and benevolent influence of the Goſpel : they learnt 
that the rich and the poor meet together for each other's good : 
that the Lord is the Maker of them all: that he endows them 
all with ſimilar powers and faculties; and that they are all in 
the ſame degree the common objects of his paternal care. The 
knowledge of the natural equality of men in the moſt import- 
ant reſpects, and the aſſurance that God ſo loved the world, 
that he ſent his only begotten Son to redeem it, inſpired them 
with a juſt ſenſe of their own dignity, proved to them the in- 
juſtice of every ſpecies of oppreſſion, and urged them to the vin- 
dication of the general rights of mankind. Hence the origin and 


end of civil power were inveſtigated, and the limits of obe- 
dience were aſccitained. IIcuce were derived thoſe liberal prin- 


ciples of government which can alone inſure the happineſs of a 
community, and to which we owe the ſecure enjoyment of our 
envied liberty. 


II. Tun noble ſtructure of the Britiſh Conſtitution was 
raiſed by flow degrees, and perfected by repeated improve- 
ments. Although its charaCteriſtic ſpirit of freedom may be 
traced from its firſt foundation, yet it required the wiſdom 
and experience of ages to bring our eſtabliſhment in Church 
and State to that juſt dependence and firm connexion of its 
parts, to that ſtability and ſtrength, in which it now ſubſiſts. 


In its ancient form it was liable to be ſhaken and overthrown 
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by the open licentiouſneſs of the People, the ſecret machinations 
of artful Demagogues, and by the ambition or miſconduct of 
the Sovereign. Theſe defects were not corrected till they had 
produced ſome fatal conſequences. The annals of the laſt 
century, and eſpecially of that period to which the ſolemnity of 
this day demands our more immediate attention, exhibit to our 
view a melancholy ſcene both with reſpect to temporal and 


eccleſiaſtical affairs. The ſource of theſe calamities is to be 
{ought in the occurrences of an earlier date, 


THE abolition of the Papal authority involved in it many im- 
portant circumſtances, and neceſſarily introduced a multitude of 
changes both in faith and diſcipline. It was not to be expected 
that the Church eſtabliſhment, after ſhaking off a weight of ſuch 
oppreſſive magnitude, ſhould at once ſubſide into a ſtate of tran- 
quillity ; nor that any mode which could be propoſed for the 
correction of ſo many abuſes, ſhould be univerſally approved 
and adopted. The variety, that prevailed in the civil conſti- 
tutions of thoſe ſtates and countries into which the Reformation 
was admitted, would obviouſly cauſe men to think differently 
upon ſubjects in which the public religion was concerned; and 
indeed, from the nature of the human mind, an uniformity of 
opinion could not be looked for even amongſt the inhabitants of 
the ſame kingdom, The fact is, that the Reformers found it 
more eaſy to detect error, than to eſtabliſh truth; more eaſy, 
to prove, that the dominion, which had been long uſurped by 
the church of Rome, was founded neither in reaſon or ſcrip- 
ture, than to ſubſtitute in its room any unobjectionable form of 
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eccleſiaſtical polity. Hence there aroſe among the Proteſtants 
material diſagreements not only in objects of ſpeculative belief, 
but alſo in their ſentiments of church government. And even 
when theſe difficult points were ſettled to the general ſatisfaQion 
of any community, there ſtill remained another, in which the 
quiet of men's conſciences, and the public welfare, were greatly 
concerned ; I mean the degree of toleration which was to be 
allowed to thoſe who diſſented from the eſtabliſhed religion: I 
ought perhaps rather to have ſaid, the nature of the perſecution 
to which non-conformiſts were to be expoſed: for it was 
little underſtood or acknowledged in thoſe days that it is the 
unalienable privilege of every Chriſtian to form his own reli- 
gious opinions, and to worſhip God in the manner which ap- 
pears to him moſt agreeable to the Scriptures ; and that every 


diminution of this right, every mode of compulſion, and every 
ſpecies of reſtraint which 1s not required by the public ſafety, is 


inconſiſtent with the idea of a moral agent, and in the ſtrongeſt 
degree repugnant to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. 


Tax prejudices and contending intereſts of oppoſite parties 
ſoon produced great warmth in the diſputants upon theſe nice 


and important ſubjeas, Contrary doctrines and principles 


were ſupported with equal confidence and zeal, but rarely with 
that temper and moderation which ought to characterize con- 
troverſies of this fort, and never with that candour and indul- 
gence which are univerſally due to thoſe who differ in their 
ſentiments of religion. 
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Tux perſecuting and ſanguinary reign of the bigotted Mary 
forced many of the Proteſtants of this nation to take refuge 
upon the Continent. There they contracted thoſe puritanical 
and republican notions which were equally incompatible with 
the tenets and diſcipline of the Engliſh Church, and with the 
ſpirit of the Engliſh Conſtitution, After their return to their 
native country, they propagated thoſe principles amongſt their 
brethren, and the conſtant communication which was kept up 
with the Proteſtants of Germany and Holland tended to confirm 
and diffuſe them. 


Tus opinions, although eventually fatal to our civil and 
religious eſtabliſhment, produced no ſeriouſly bad conſequences 
during the wiſe and vigorous reign of Elizabeth ; but in the 


time of her feeble ſucceſſor, they were publicly avowed, and 
maintained with a boldnels which threatened to diſturb the 


tranquillity of the State. The indiſcreet conduct of Charles the 
Firſt, both in political and religious matters, added ſtrength to 
the party, and enabled them to carry into execution thoſe de- 


ſtruQtive ſchemes which they muſt otherwiſe have attempted 
in vain. | 


In forming a judgment upon the proceedings of the period 
we are now conſidering, we ought to reflect, that the Conſtitution 
was then in many reſpeQs vague and unſettled. The privileges 
of the people were not duly aſcertained, nor was the Royal 
Prerogative accurately defined, We muſt not therefore con- 
clude, that every action, which would at preſent be an obvious 

violation 


A 


violation of the rights of the King or People, appeared ſo in 
the reign of Charles the Firſt. But, on the other hand, there 
were, even in thoſe times, ſome acknowledged and eſſential 
principles of the Conſtitution, ſome fundamental laws, to which 
the Sovereign and the People owed their reſpective and equal 
allegiance. And moreover, the general ends and maxims of 
Government, the reciprocal obligation between King and Sub- 
ject, and the rules of univerſal juſtice, are the ſame in every 
age and in every country. Equally vain would be the endea- 
vour to juſtify the meaſures of either ſide upon theſe grounds. 


THE unfortunate and miſguided Prince, whoſe fate we now 
lament, had in his early youth imbibed notions of civil govern- 
ment totally inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of a limited monarchy. 
Not ſatisfied with that degree of power which the laws allowed 
him, or to govern the nation by the eſtabliſhed mode of a frec 
Parliament, he vainly endeavoured to render himſelf independ- 
ent and abſolute. In his ſpeeches from the Throne he avowed 
the moſt unconſlitutional principles, and arrogated to himſelf 
an authority which had been claimed by no former Sovereign. 
In his proclamations, and in his whole plan of executive go- 
vernment, he ſhewed a determined contempt for the deareſt 
rights and moſt valuable privileges of the People. He repeat- 
edly violated his promiſe reſpecting the diſcouragement of 
Popery, and continued to employ many declared Papiſts in 
ſituations of truſt and importance, and in offices of honour 
about his own perſon. 
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SUCH a conduct could not but excite jealouſy and diſſatiſ- 
faction in every friend to legal Government, and in every one 
who knew the value and importance of the Proteſtant religion. 
It was ſufficiently obvious, that a filent acquieſcence in theſe 
exertions of lawleſs power muſt have quickly ended in the 
ſyſtematic eſtabliſhment of abſolute monarchy, and probably 
in the reſtoration of Popery. It became, therefore, the duty 
of every individual to check the progreſs of theſe perni- 
cious meaſures. Had this reſiſtance been directed to its true 
object, and carried on by honeſt men and true patriots, the 
event, which we are met to commemorate, had never occurred. 
It is acknowledged, that many of thoſe, who took a leading 
part in the beginning of theſe troubles, were aQtuated by the 
pureſt motives ; their only wiſh was to ſave the Conſtitution, 
by reſtraining the King's authority within its due bounds. But 
there were others of a widely different character, who confined 


not their views to the redreſs of grievances and the prevention 


of greater evils; but under the fair pretence of defending the 
liberties of the People, proſecuted their own ambitious and 
wicked projets; who, being deſtitute of every principle of 
public or private virtue, meditated the total extinction both of 
the civil and religious eſtabliſiment. Acting with the deepeſt 
diſſimulation, they had the addreſs to conceal their real inten- 
tions, and contrived for a long time to carry their adherents 
from one ſtep to another without exciting any alarm or ſuſpi- 
cion. The repeated imprudences of the King favoured the 
inſidious deſigns of his enemies, enabled them to proceed in 
their plan with the ſanction of Parliament, and at laſt to ac- 

compliſh 
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compliſh it under the ſemblance of public authority. Thus 
they, who had no other object in oppoſing the meaſures of 
the Court, but the preſervation of the laws and the Proteſtant 
religion, were ſeduced to co-operate with a ſet of men, who 
diſregarded every obligation both human and divine. Whilſt 
they reſiſted the deſpotic attempts of their lawful Sovereign, 
they were laying the foundation of ſuch a ſpecies of tyrannical 
power as never exiſted in this or in any other country. Whilſt 
they were ſecking redreſs for the illegal conduct of the King, 
they were promoting ſuch an act of injuſtice and murder as no 
other hiſtory affords. 


III. Or all the circumſtances belonging to thoſe unhappy 
times, there is no one which affects the true Chriſtian with ſo 
much concern, as that in ſome a miſtaken, and in others a 
pretended, zeal for religion, ſhould have had a conſiderable in- 
fluence in producing that confuſion and diſtreſs which for many 
years haraſſed this devoted country, It is indeed eſſential to 
the character of a reſponſible being, that every endowment of 
his nature, every acquirement of his induſtry, and all the 
means of grace and happineſs which are afforded him, ſhould 
be liable to abuſe and miſapplication; yet we cannot but deeply 
regret, that the underſtandings of men ſhould have been ſo 
blinded by bigotry and fanaticiſm, and their hearts ſo depraved 
by intereſt and ambition, as to have perverted the doctrines of 
the Goſpel to the worſt of purpoſes, to the diſturbance of the 
public tranquillity, and the ſubverſion of the laws and liberties 
of the People. 
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SUBORDINATION of ranks, and the relation of magiſtrates 
and ſubjects, are indiſpenſably neceſſary in that ſtate of ſociety 
ſor which our Creator has evidently intended the human ſpecies. 
In that ſenſe, civil government in general is the ordinance of 
God; and whoever, by his words or by his actions, weakens 
the particular form which is duly eſtabliſhed and juſtly admini- 
ſtered in the community of which he is a member, ſins againſt 
the ordinance of God; and if he ſhould be the means of its 


entire deſtruction, he is guilty of the greateſt crime which in 
his ſocial capacity he can poſlibly commit. 


IT is allowed even by atheiſts, that ſociety derives the greateſt 
advantages from the influence of religion. The fluctuating 
principles of force and power are inadequate to the ends of go- 
vernment : they will in many caſes be inſufficient to prevent the 


miſchievous effects of intereſt, of ambition, and of reſentment. 


And of all religions the Chriſtian is indiſputably the beſt 


adapted to reſtrain the turbulent paſſions, and control the un- 


ruly appetites, of mankind. Duty to God, and juſt ſubmiſſion 
to our earthly Governors, are in their own nature, and by the 
doQrines and tenor of the Goſpel, ſo cloſely joined together, 
that they cannot, without the utmoſt violence and moſt heinous 
guilt, be put aſunder. Beſides the many paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, which expreſsly command obedience to civil autho- 
rity, the evangelical precepts of meekneſs, humility, and uni- 
verſal benevolence, have a manifeſt tendency to encourage men 
to live peaceably and quietly in all godlineſs and honeſty. Our 
holy religion forbids, in the ſtrongeſt terms, all thoſe private 
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vices which lead to diſſoluteneſs of manners, and enjoins the 
ſtrict obſervance of thoſe moral virtues which are the beſt ſup- 


port of order and regularity: it confines not itſelf to outward 
actions, but requires, as eſſential to ſalvation, an integrity of 
heart and purity of intention, which are utterly inconſiſtent 
with any ſelfiſh gratification, in oppoſition to the general good : 
it prohibits, under the ſevereſt penalties, any injury to our 
neighbour, and teaches, that a life ſpent in the ſervice of our 
fellow- creatures is the moſt acceptable tribute which we can pay 
to our heavenly Father. Such a religion cannot but condemn 
faction and rebellion ; it muſt neceſſarily ſtrengthen the hands 
of the civil magiſtrate, and in the moſt effetual manner pro- 
mote ſubjection to the higher powers. Wherever it prevails in 
its genuine ſimplicity and native energy, it muſt produce a 
general harmony and concord, a rectitude and correctneſs of 
principle, a mildneſs and contentment in individuals, which are 
all, in the higheſt degree, friendly to the maintenance of public 
authority. Thus, obedience to our Rulers is not only encou- 
raged by the dread of temporary puniſhment, and rewarded by 
the unmoleſted enjoyment of thoſe comforts which belong to 
the ſocial Rate, but it has alſo the ſanction of the Word of God, 
and is enforced by all the hopes and fears of eternity. 


Tux recollection of the calamities and oppreſſions under 
which this kingdom groaned for the greateſt part of the laſt 
century, ſhould inſpire our minds with a juſt ſenſe of gratitude 
to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events, who has deſtined us to 
reap in peace and ſecurity the fruits of thoſe ſtruggles. Our 
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lives, our property, our liberties both civil and religious, are all 
ſafe under the guardianſhip and protection of a government 
eſtabliſhed on the moſt ſolid baſis of true religion and political 
freedom. Let us remember, that as a conſcientious regard to the 
obligations of morality and piety is, in a King, and in all that 
are put in authority under him, the ſureſt pledge of the uni- 
form uprightneſs of their public conduct, ſo likewiſe is it in the 
people at large the beſt proof of their gratitude to Heaven, the 
firmeſt foundation of loyalty and patriotiſm, and the only means 
of meriting in any degree the continuance of national bleſſings. 
Let us then hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, without wavering. 
Let the melancholy event of this day teach us to guard againſt 
the deſigning artifices of hypocrites, and to reſiſt the preſump- 
tuous attempts of fanatics. Let us be temperate in the enjoy- 


ment, and ſteady in the ſupport, of true liberty. Let us not en- 


danger it by yielding to the ſubtle refinements of viſionary ſpe- 
culatiſts, the inſidious harangues of pretended patriots, or the 


groundleſs aſſertions of thoſe who dare to defend arbitrary 


power upon the authority of the Scriptures. Thus will the pu- 
rity of our eſtabliſhed religion make us wiſe and good, equally: 
removed from the licentious ſpirit of Republicaniſm, and the 
degrading principles of Deſpotiſm. Thus in the poſſeſſion of 
our civil rights, ſhall we be free, yet not uſing our liberty as a 


cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of that God whoſe 
ſervice is perfect freedom. 18 JA 35 
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